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SUBJECT: CONTRABAND ALLEGEDLY ADDRESSED TO AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
SEIZED 

1. ANAN PANANANDA, DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS, DON MUANG AIRPORT, 
BANGKOK, CALLED REGIONAL SECURITY OFEICE TUESDAY MORNING TO 
REPORT HE QUESTIONED DOCUMENTATION ON A LARGE AIR SHIP- 
MENT SUPPOSEDLY DESTINED FOR AMEMBASSY RANGOON THROUGH 
BANGKOK. 

2. RSO MADE IMMEDIATE TRIP TO AIRPORT AND WAS INFORMED 
UPON ARRIVAL THAT CUSTOMS OFFICIALS HAD THE SHIPMENT STAKED 
OUT AND WERE EXPECTING AN ARREST MOMENTARILY. SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER, THEY APPREHENDED TWO THAI NATIONALS WHO 

SAID THEY WERE TO PICK UP THE MATERIAL AND FORWARD IT 
TO BURMA VIA "MILITARY AIRCRAFT". 

3. RSO INSPECTED THE TWO 10' X 6' X 4' LIFT VANS (3,256 

KILOS) AND ASCERTAINED THAT THEY WERE NOT OF US GOVERNMENT 
ORIGIN OR DOCUMENTATION. CUSTOMS OPENED THEM AND DIS- 
COVERED A WIDE ASSORTMENT OF CONTRABAND WRISTWATCHES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND ELECTRONIC GEAR. 

4. SHIPMENT WAS ADDRESSED TO "MR. GUSTAF B. CARLSON, 

C/0 AMERICAN EMBASSY, RANGOON, BURMA, IN TRANSIT AT 
BANGKOK, C/O AMERICAN EMBASSY, BANGKOK, THAILAND". 

THE SHIPPER'S NAME WAS GIVEN AS "ANDREW KWAN, 45D BROADWAY, 

1 1/F, MEI FU ESTATE, HONG KONG". THE PORT OF BANGKOK 
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TRANSSHIPMENT ENTRY CERTIEICATE INDICATED THAT AIR WAY BILL 
’'X026- 1 1-22071 PERSONAL EEFECTS (EURNITURE)" WAS TO BE 
OEF-LOADED IN BANGKOK AND TRANSSHIPPED ON USAF 342 TO 
BURMA. (NOTE: THERE ARE NO USAE ELIGHTS TO RANGOON. 

IN FACT, THE ONLY US MILITARY AIRCRAFT IN COUNTRY ARE 
TWO VERY SMALL PASSENGER PLANES INCAPABLE OE CARRYING 
LARGE CRATES OF THIS SIZE.) 

5. ONE OF THE MEN ARRESTED WAS SAMARN WONGPHADUNG, A 
EORMER USAID TRANSPORTATION EMPLOYEE IN BANGKOK AND 
VIENTIANE. THE OTHER, A ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE NCO, WAS 
NOT IDENTIEIED. 

6. THAI CUSTOMS OEEICIALS ARE EULLY AWARE THERE WAS NO 
US INVOLVEMENT AND STATED GRATITUDE EOR EMBASSY'S 
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE AND COOPERATION. ALL AGREED THE SHIP- 
MENT WAS MEANT EOR THE BANGKOK MARKET AND HOPE TO BREAK A 
VERY ACTIVE SMUGGLING RING USING INEORMATION GAINED 

EROM THESE ARRESTS AND SEIZURE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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